














THE GHOST. 





N° XIX. 


FairyLaAND, WEDNESDAY, Fune 29. 1796. 





Il femble qu’en s’elevant au-deffus du fejour des hommes, on y laifle tous 
les fentiments bas et terreftres, et qu’a mefure qu’on approche des re- 


ions etherées l’ame contra¢te fon inalterable pureté. 
g P 
Nouve.ce Hetoyse. 





N Number I. I informed the world, that ghofts were deprived of hu- 
man vices. I promifed to give fome information of the method we 
took to diveft fpirits of the habits acquired in their earthly confinement. 
This, no doubt, my readers are anxious to learn; but I think it necef- 
fary that they be properly prepared, by inftruction more analagous to 
their finite underftandings, before I fully develope the fublime myfteries 
of the fpiritual ftate. The want of fuccefs which has followed the exer- 
tions of all human legiflators, will make men very reluctant to believe, 
that fpirits have certain means of preventing their companions from do- 
ing injury to fociety ; but when they refle&, that to the knowledge we 
have acquired or earth, we add that of paft ages, that we talk at once 
with lawgivers and tranfgreflors, and dive into the moft fecret receffes of 
the heart, our fuperiority will ceafe to be a matter of furprife. Our fpi- 
ritual frame enlightens, and gives fuch a correétnefs to our conceptions, 
that it is not in the power of man fully to comprehend it. I am _per- 
fectly aware of the impoflibility of bringing mankind to fuch a ftate of 
perfection, as exifts among fpirits ; yet I hefitate not to affirm, that the 
ftudy of our condu& may improve their minds in a confiderable de- 
gree. 
Among the errors committed by terreftrial legiflators, I know none 
fo general, or fo pernicious in its tendency, as the notions entertain- 
ed of the means to prevent vice, and promote virtue. Punifhments 
have too often been confidered as the chief inftruments of averting 
thofe evils, the exiftence of which only gave rife to the prohibition. Ex- 
perience foon points out to the enlightened mind, that while inducements 
remain, penal laws do not avail; in vain have robbers been facrificed : 
theft has increafed with the allurements and neceflities of luxury. Few 
think of the law, when an opportunity to gratify their favourite paffion 
occurs. A highwayman’s firft thought is, how to make his attack ; 
the next, how to avoid purfuit ; ever expecting to evade the law, he is 
feldom terrified by it, to fuch a degree as to reprefs a crime to which 
he is driven by neceffity." An-unavoidable confequence of too many 


and too ftriét penal laws, is their fpeedy relaxation.. Crimes occur fo 
U often, 
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‘often, and among fo many different defcriptions of men, that it be- 
comes the intereft of Government to mitigate or pardon many of the 
penalties. Where thc law infli€ts capital punifhments, irrefragable proofs 
are required by fociety to doom a fellow-citizen to death ; and when he is 
found guilty, humanity often refcues the culprit from his fate: hence 


criminals flatter themfelves to efcape punifhment. Honefty dwells chiefly 
-among men, whofe fimplicity of manners, giving rife to few artificial 


wants, does not drive them to gratify their pleafures, by committing de- 


‘pradations on the unprotected. The great purpofe of the Legiflature ought 


then to be, rather to prevent crimes by wife regulations, than to re- 


‘venge fociety by a fimple retribution, at the expence of the life of the 


agereflor. Punifhments feldom improve the criminal; and their ex- 


‘ample, the experience of many ages has taught us, is not fufficient to 


prevent crimes. London is the theatre of all forts of vice, and daily 


‘contradicts, by the lamentable death of hundreds, the inefficacy of rigid 


laws ; the pickpocket looks upon an execution as the beft field to levy 

his contributions ; or if he makes any refleétions there, it is upon the 

bungling management which has brought the vidtim to his fate. 
Neither have admonitions been of greater fervice in expelling vice. 


“This at firft fight would appear to be the beft method to teach morality, 


and fave unfortunate youths from the fate attending the career of vice. 
But even daily advice is of little weight with thofe who are not divefted 
of worldly temptations. And the idea held out of rewards and punifh- 
ments in a future ftate of exiftence, even if believed, is known to be 
as little attended to. They who ftrenuoufly hold forth the do@rine, have 
for ages been as liable to vice as their pupils. Men look anxioufly to 
the gratification of their defires; and in this puriuit follow that path 
which they have feen repeatedly attended with fuccefs. Imaginary pro- 
{pets of happinefs are inconceivable ; and when put in competition with 
known good, have very little effe€t upon the mind of thofe even, who 
recite their creed with very fervent belief. Ambition, fays the preacher, 
is a deteftable vice ;—-meeknefs and felf-denial are the fure roads to eter- 
nal blefs ;— it is as impoffible for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, as for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.—But this 
humble preacher would have no objection to run the rifk of holding 
the rich bifhoprick of Durham ; nor would his fermons deter any of his 
pious hearers from accepting the place of an army-commiflary. Reli- 
gious enthufiafm may lead the victim of delufion to purchafe with his 
life eternal happinefs ; but common concerns of life weigh little with a 


mind occupied by gloomy fuperftition. 


What then is the way to prevent crimes? Ye mortals, liften to the 
practice of fpirits. Reprefled by no law, new comers of all defcrip- 
tions foon voluntarily loofe, in our regions, the vices of mankind, | De- 
terred only by general reproach, they follow virtue, which alone can 
procure pleafures to purified beings :; they cheerfully enter the paths of 
honefty ; and thus the actions of every individual at once contribute to 
the comfort of our fociety, and are directed by the general will. 

The outline of our method is as follows. Ghofts are divided into 
as many claffes, as there are defcriptions of men in the world.  Statef- 
men, Literati, Phyficians, Lawyers, Priefts, Coquets, Gallants, Mifers, 
Slanderers—all denominations, in fhort, occupy here different depart- 
ments. Deprived of their vices, but ftill remembering the nature of’ 


them, each employ themfelves in the-corre€tion of thofe new comers, 
whole 
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~whofe inclinations -accord with thofe of their tutors while on earth. 


When a {pirit arrives, we eafily fee his character ; he is conveyed to 


his proper clafs. There all the outfide thew of real life is preferved. 


The chicane of the Lawyer, the impofing gravity of the Phyfician, the 
hypocrify of the Parfon, the knavery of the Statefman, the airs of the 
Coquet, and the pedantry of the Scholar, ail appear to the candidate 
as he has been accuftomed to fee them on earth; and he finds himfelf 
as it were in his own element. But he foon difcovers his miftake. 
Falling in with the apparent ways of fome of his new affociates, he is 
led on till he falls into a fnare, which completely fhews him the ill con- 
fequences of the conduct he has purfued. He feels himfelf on the 
brink of ruin; from his former companions he now finds fcorn and 
derifion. Flying for proteCtion among the other clafles, his reception is 
equally unfavourable. At laft, when defpairing to meet happinefs, the 
purity of fpiritual condué is unfolded to him, the follies of mankind 
expofed, and thus is he eafily converted to virtue. It is not compatible 
with {fpiritual nature to retain earthly habits; but thus we diveft them, 
more rapidly than otherwife would happen, of the remnants of vice. 
The change is very fudden; and as different ghofts muft neceflarily be 
differently dealt with, according to their humours, many ludicrous 
and interefting incidents happen in the courfe of their converfion. It 
is impoffible for the world to underftand perfectly the nature of our 


procedure. In future Numbers, however, I fhall give fome details of 


the progrefs of reformation among confpicuous charaGters, among the 
ancients as well as the moderns. Thefe will, I hope, give Jeffons to man- 
kind. They, I truft, will ftudy to imitate beings fo much fuperior, whofe 
benevolent condefcenficn is {hewn by communicating their internal re- 
gulations to mortals. 


Most Wisz PHANTOM, 


Behold the offspring of the Mandarin Cham-pi-pi. [am commiflioned 
by the mighty Tchien-Long. The information communicated to the 
Emperor by my father, has induced that wife Monarch to fend another 
to inquire into the ftate of Europe at this crifis. The diligence with 
which my father inftru@ted me in European-languages, cnabled me 
to undertake this important miffion. Our Emperor having heard much 
of Scotland, and particularly of the learning in the country, has cn- 
joined me to make my refidence for fome time at Edinburgh, and to 
tranfmit my reflections to the Mandarin Catau-you-fe, who prefi des 
over public education. I keep myfelf difguifed, my principal miffion 
being of a political nature. Obfervations upon manners, however, re- 
quiring no privacy, I propofe to fend you occafionally fome remarks, 
which you are at liberty to tran{mit to the Pekin Reflector, and through 
that channel to make them known to the inhabitants of the firft cit) 
in the world. I have been but a fhort time in town; being fully in- 
ftruted in the manners and drefs of Europeans, I have found means to 
pafs for a Frenchman, and in this character have already taken a glance 


of every thing worthy of notice about Edinburgh. ‘I'wo days ago, ! 


witnefled the invefting fixteen learned youths with the power of 
healing. Methought, for I had never heard of any fuch ceremony, I 
could perceive in the countenances of the gentlemen a fudden and more 
dignified afpeét, when a black bonnet was placed upon their head ; as 

when 
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when the profound bonzes deliver their unintelligible myfteries to the 
multitude ; but a matter of much greater furprife than the magical effects 
of the cap, was the language fpoken.—Conceive my aftonifhment, when 
I heard the men whofe bufinefs it is to queftion the fick, to advife them, 
and adminifter relief, talk in a language which I recolle&t my father 
told me was ufed by the Monks, in their myfteries, to conceal their ig- 
norance. I never imagined that medicine contained myfteries dan- 
gerous to be revealed. A friend now informs me, that the purpofe of 
uiing Latin in this ceremony is to preferve that dialect from decay. He 
added with regret, that unluckily the defired effet was not obtained ; 
for the candidates fpeak only a jargon ; and that few of the moft learned 
men are mafters of that language. Nay, he tells me, that fome of the 
Domini Candidati know no more of it than a ftring of phrafes, properly 
arranged and numbered, which they have been taught, to anfwer par- 
ticular queftions. In this cafe, Iam afraid the young Dodtors may 
fometimes miftake the number of the queftion, and read their anfwer 
from a wrong place. I would fuggeft to the Senatus Academicus, that 
inftead of a diale&t now every where difufed, the fublime language of 
China be adopted. The modern European tongues may not be fufhi- 
ciently dignified ; and of all others, ours feems to be the fitteft for this 
purpofe ; its noble found gives it a decided preference; and the diffi- 
culty of its being acquired by the vulgar, mutt be an irrefiftible recom- 


mendation in favour of the Sermo Sinen/is. 
CHAM-PI-PI, THE SON. 





Anti-Empiricus’s remarks on a certain zmprovifatore are juft, but do not come with- 
in the plan of this Publication. I would, however, recommend to Monfer le Chevalier 
de Langues to ftudy his Latin better, fo as to avoid talking of talenta for facultates, or 
in generali for generatim, &c. He would alfo do well net to give the fame impromptu 
at two different exhibitions ; and when he advertifes to dictate letters in five languages, 
not to confine them to four.—The anecdotes figned Sponfor, upon the behaviour of fo- 
reigners to married Ladies, are too perfonal. ; fo is the letter figned Sylph.—Pfeudo 
Graham upon certificates is under confideration.—The Public are cautioned againft im- 


poftors ; I underftand that a ci-devant Signor StRELLA prefumes to perfonate the learned 


Bramin. 


ap The Publifoers take the liberty to requef? Payment from Subfcribers in arrear for 


Tue Guost. 
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